
 

 

Ireland in a Changed and Turbulent World: A Manifesto for a Society 
Ready to Overcome Local and Global Challenges  

In a world of rapid change and mounting crises, Ireland must prioritise equipping its 
citizens with the education, values, and skills necessary to overcome both local and 
global challenges. From climate breakdown and deepening inequality to the spread of 
disinformation, discrimination, and the rise of racism - this new era presents 
unprecedented issues that demand informed and engaged collective responses.  

Ireland’s commitment to Global Citizenship Education (which includes Education for 
Sustainable Development) plays a crucial role in fostering the knowledge, skills, attitudes 
and values needed to navigate today’s interconnected world.  

By embracing these educational frameworks, in line with our commitment to achieving 
Sustainable Development Goal Target 4.7, we affirm our dedication to justice, peace, 
democracy, human rights, partnership, global solidarity, and environmental stewardship.  

Our efforts are already having a real impact, such as improving school curricula and 
teacher education and reaching at least 362,000 learners across Ireland in 2023 alone. 
However, the scope and urgency of today’s crises call for renewed dedication and focus. 
Ireland must strengthen its commitment to Global Citizenship Education as we navigate 
complex, interconnected challenges at home and abroad, while approaching critical 
climate tipping points. This requires increased investment, strategic prioritisation, 
and a whole-of-government approach.  

Only by championing Global Citizenship Education and taking decisive action can we 
ensure that Ireland and its people are prepared to meet the pressing challenges of our 
time, fostering a more sustainable and fairer society in a turbulent world.  

In the next Programme for Government, Ireland must: 

• Significantly increase our investment in Global Citizenship Education and 
Education for Sustainable Development while instituting a whole-of-government 
approach.  
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https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Focm.iccrom.org%2Fsdgs%2Fsdg-4-quality-education%2Fsdg-47-education-sustainable-development-and-global-citizenship%23%3A~%3Atext%3DBy%25202030%252C%2520ensure%2520that%2520all%2520learners%2520acquire%2520the%2Cdiversity%2520and%2520of%2520culture%25E2%2580%2599s%2520contribution%2520to%2520sustainable%2520development.&data=05%7C02%7Cleigh%40ideaonline.ie%7C46b04220c4ec4038ab3808dd04bbaa9d%7C142266ebc3fe4e3a82f03a79ed7f8abd%7C0%7C0%7C638671926286268591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RyEPjp2go7W33TVNaynHpbE7jn12lVEu9%2B78B%2FqAJyQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06r588AOy20
https://assets.ireland.ie/documents/updated_2023_inforgraphic.pdf

